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13 May 1979

Finally, Agreement

On Treaty —and

' Long Debate Opens

The Administration jumped the gun
last week on the long-awaited Soviet-

American- treaty to limit long-range -

nuclear missiles and bombers, an-
nouncing “basic agreement” before
final details were complete. President

Carter thereby got a running start in |

an uphill struggle for public under-
standing and support and Senate rati--
fication. The vote is- expected early

next year, extending the lengthy de- -
bate over the complicated set of ceils ~
ings on land-based and submarine .

launchers, multiple warheads, low-

flying cruise missiles and new missile -
* _treaty verification through satellite
! and other observation methods.

systems inito the 1980 Preszdent:al
campaign.

After an unexplamed one-day delay, i

t.

" were to be sidelined before the signing..
" jts ratitication would be *“the most irn-
" ing my lifetime.” If the treaty were
" pot approved, added Senmator Frank

" like broken pottery on the floor.”

‘said the treaty’s main accomplish-.

__tions on missiles and bombers — in-
“tially. to total 2,400 but dropping to |
2,250 by 1981 — and. the first limita--
- tions on the qualitative race in nuclear:

might become of the treaty and of the
East-West military balance if Mr.
Brezhnev, détente’s Soviet godfather,

" Hailing the treaty, Mr. Carter said
portant single achievement that could
possibly take place for our nation dur-

Church, chairman of the Foreign Rela-

tions Committee, “‘détente would lie
J

Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance’|

ments were equal ceilings and reduc-.,

arms. It also bans interference with"

- Skeptics worry that with the loss of.

The contents of
SALT ll o

*224 others
instorage .-

b * Backfire bombers ‘\o.g o

Total
2,058 ’~

i ‘\\'\\‘ © Totak:
\\ -~ 2, 500

A Jan11985)

012 250!olal uptot 320 can
be iCBM's and SLBM’ swl(h cy
" MIRY's and bombers with
cruise missiles.

Up tot, 2000! 1,320 can bq
o1 X sand SLEM s with MIRV's.:

——:—-—-—-—-— Uplo8200f1,200canbe
: 1CBM's with MIRY's,

notincluded = .

Tass. also reported the news;-saying*'ér:

that the signatory meeting between
Presidents Carter and Leonid 1. Brezh--
nev was “tentatively’’.set-for June 15
to 18 in Vienna..The Soviet hedging, - -
absentfrom: the American-announce-

ment, seemed: to imply: that either the :

talks, or Mr. Brezhnev’s health, might-.-
collapse before then. Meeting recently
with French President Valéry Giscard

d’Estaing, the Soviet.leader’s atten. -

tion span was short, and he had to be
rescued when he meandered toward
the wrong exit after a Kremlin recep-
tion. No one could safely say what

Iranian listening posts, the tréaty will
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* be unverifiable, Others say the Rus-
- sians already have a strategic advan-
~ tage and will be able to deepen it under-
:~SALT IL Gen. Alexander M. Haxg Jro
. the retiring Allied cormmander in Eu-

.“senous questions’ about the accord.
<" As happened with SALT I, the Ad-:
- - ministration is. expected to try- to

~*‘buy’’ the necessary two-thirds -sup-.

] develop new weapons systems such as

‘United States forces'in Europe, So no
rend to the armsraceisinsight. © o

rope and not-so-retiring potential can-
didate for the Republican Presidential:
nomination, said last week that he has

port from fence-sitters by agreeing to

the mobile MX missile and to beef up
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